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layer of this same nacreous lining material,
and in this way forms the pearl that is so
much valued as a gem.
Occasionally the mollusk is attacked by a
parasite which bores through the shell. It
then deposits its secretion in the form of
a half sphere. Pearls formed in this manner
are called blister pearls. The most valuable
pearls are those which are detached from the
shell and are of symmetrical shape, either
spherical or pear-shaped. The greater the
size of such pearls, the greater the value. The
largest pearl yet discovered is in the Vic-
toria and Albert Museum, London. It
weighs three ounces.
Gem pearls are found chiefly in double, or
bivalve, shells, the pearl oyster and giant
Olam being the chief producers, though valu-
able specimens have come from fresh-water
mussels. The finest pearls are gathered in the
East, the most valuable coming from the
oysters of the Persian Gulf. Other celebrated
pearl-oyster banks are off the coasts of Aus-
tralia, the Sulu Archipelago, and Lower
California. Gem pearls are occasionally
found in single, or uni-valve, shells, though
these are chiefly valuable for their nacreous
lining. The exquisite pink conch shells of the
West Indies are used for cameos and the aba-
lone shells of the lower California coast yield
a green nacre used -for inlay work.
Pearl oysters lie on the sea bottom at a
depth of from fifty to one hundred feet, usu-
ally in channels between groups of islands,
where there are strong currents. They are
collected by divers working in crews. The
oysters are gathered in shiploads and taken
to land, where they are spread out to decom-
pose. They are then washed and the pearls
are easily separated.
The fresh-water pearl industry of the
United States is large. Although seed pearls
of value are found, the chief yield is mother-
of-pearl, which is used for buttons, the han-
dles of table implements and other like uten-
sils. In Tennessee, Iowa, Kentucky and Wis-
consin pearl is an, important resource.
PEARY, pee'ry, robert edwin (1856-
1920), an American Arctic explorer, famed
as the discoverer of the North Pole, He was
born at Cresson, Pa., and was educated at
Bowdoin College, In 1881 he became a civil
engineer in the United States navy, and for
four years was engaged in making surveys in
connection with the projected Nicaragua
Canal He conducted Arctic expeditions in
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1891, 1893, 1896 and 1897, published an ac-
count of these voyages, Northward Over the
Great Ice, in 1898, and soon afterwards made
another trip, reaching the highest point at-
tained to that time. After a trip in 1905 he
published his second
volume, entitled!
Nearer the Pole. In
1908 he started out
on the expedition
which was to cul-
minate in the su-
preme achievement
of his career as an
explorer—the dis-
covery of the Pole,
which he reached on
April 6, 1909. On robert e. peary
his return to America Peary was formally
thanked by Congress and promoted to the
rank of rear-admiral. He has been honored
in America and abroad, not only by geo-
graphic societies, but by the-leading scientific
bodies of the world. In May, 1917, Rear-
admiral Peary was made chairman, of the
National Aerial Patrol Commission, but ill
health forced him to retire before he became
actively engaged.
PEASANTS' WAR, an insurrection of the
peasants of Central and Southern Germany
in 1524 and 1525. The trouble grew out of a
long series of oppressions to which the feudal
system had reduced the people, and was the
culmination of disturbances that had been
going on for fifty years. Aroused and em-
boldened by the revolutionary wave of the
Reformation, the people finally arose, in
June, 1524, and a bloody warfare ensued.
The insurrection spread through Alsace, the
Palatinate, Franconia, Bavaria, Tyrol and
Carinthia. The most frightful cruelties were
practiced by both nobles and people; thou-
sands were murdered, castles, convents and
other buildings were burned. The peasants
had thought that Luther would aid their
cause, but he wished to keep the religious
movement free from political complications,
and worked against, rather than for, the
peasants. The rising was put down after
nearly 100,000 persons had been put to death.
The peasants were severely punished, and
their condition after the uprising was worse
than it had been before; in fact, it was not
until the nineteenth century that their rights
were recognized and their lot "was made
easier.

